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“We wanted the house to
look like it had been here
forever; we didn’t want
to make itlook like the
new kid on the block.”

A WELCOMIMG HOME

Omea the grandchildren bagan to arrive,
the Carters decided that their home, s
circa 1958 warren of too-srmall roorms
and ankle-twisting multiple floor leveals,
nesded to change in order to accommo-
date an extended familythat sparmed
three generations. Theywanted their
hiome to be a place of comfort and wel-
comme, not an obstacle course. So instead
of making dowith the dated interior, the
Carters decided to re-fashion the space
to create an open Aoor plan and alewsl
playing field for their grandchildren,
Gracie, 12, Carter, 11, Sutton, %, and Lil-
lian, 7. What they ended wpwithwas a
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alevated ceiling delineate the large fam-
ity gathering space from the expanded
kitchen, defining spacious and comfort-
ahle areas for entertaining, casual din-
ing and simple pursuits such as watch-

ing T¥ orreading abook.

A COLORFUL PALETTE

The new environs attest to the fact that
the Carters are not afraid of color. Here,
a palette of warm, earthy tones such as
umber, ochre, russet and burnished gold
is fearlessly paired with cool antique
grean and bright blue. Togeather, these
vibrant hues energize the space and
lend an understated sense of & dolee

splash brightens the room. & wall niche
biasts an [talian scene hand- painted by
artist Paul Hamilton, and other eriginal

pieces throughout the home draar the
eve and enliven the space.

vita to the home. parents, bt leveling the floor turned Facinﬁ paga: tha new

out tobe an advantage for them as well. kitchan and laundry

room; this page tha ax-
The benefits of the new Aoor configura- tarior looks nothing like
tion wers evident after M olan under-

kid-friendly horne that would also suit
their needs as they get older.

Gone is the once-fashionable sunken
living room, as well as the low ceilings

The Carterslove of art also is evident
throughout the home. A tree of life
mosaic by artist Suzi Edwards wel-

kxfora; tha warm ard

irmiting lwirg room.

and claustrophobic walls that blocked
views of Lake Virginiaoutside. In their
place, elegant columns that reach to the
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comes visitors at the front door; more
of Edwards" work can be seenin the
kitchen, whers a lively mosaic back-

Family photos are another important
part of the dédcor, including plenty of the

went unexpectad hip surgery. Molan
quickly discovered that having awalk-in
showerisa plusto someons for whom

grandchildren; photos of their son’s re- stepping owver a tub led ge would be
cent marriage, which took place on the agonizing, if not impossible. Removing
home'slakefront terrace, and ancther obstacles such as steps and tub ledgesis
that shows him on a Special Operations an essential part of the aging-in-place
mission for the Mavy Together, the pho- approach to homebuilding. For home-

tos of milestone occasions and beloved

family members weave a poignant tap-
astry that illustrates the ties that bind

the close-knit Carter clan.
UNEXPECTED BEMEFITS

ownerslike the Carters who plan to stay
put as they advance in years, eliminat-
ingbarriers allows those with compro-
misad mobility, wheelchairs or walkers
to safely navigate the space.

Pati and Nolan look foreard to many MULTIFURPOSE USE

years together in their family home, but Everyroom in the houseis designed to
they originally had their cwm parents serve multple purposes, in keeping with
in mind when they made the houze Pati’s desire to use every inch of space

handicap aceeasible. “When we started,
wa still had parentswho wera visiting,”
gays Patl. They knew that the multipls
fAoar levals in their formerhome wers
& potential hazard forboth theiryoung
grandchildren as well as their elderly
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on A regular basis. For example, one of
thie guest rocms does d ouble-duty as an
office for Malan, & servi-retired attomes,
and his secretary. "He is very close to
totallyretining,” says Pati. “It hasbesna
she-year project to finish all of his cases”

FEATURE + FAMILN TES

SUMKER 114 | CRLAKCD HOME-GARDEN




Tiled stairsrise to the new second-
story ares, which was desipned with the
grandkidsin mind. “It's a total hangout
space for them,” says Pati of the play
area, which includes a game table,
summer kitchen and the one piecs of
furniture they kept from their former
home: an oversized leather sofa

The cut-of-sight, out-of-mind configu-
ration of the upstairs area lends itself

to casual family living. Unfinished art-
work, crafts, puzzles and other projects
canbe left out untl they're cormpleted,
since its out of viewr of the first Aoor.
Pati notes that granddaughter Gracie
agpacially enjoys the privacy of the up-
stairs retreat: “She loves to bring friends
owver and have her own space.”
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THE OUTER LIMITS

Like the inside, the home's exterior
faced a dramaticredo as well, morphing
from bland ranch styls to California-
fAavared Mediterranasn. The goal was
to create a fagade that would blend in
with the established neighborhood.
“We wanted the house to look like it
had been here forever; we didnt want
tomake it lock like the newlkdid on the
block,” says Patl. Another goal wasto
complement the architecture of Rollins
College, which is located across the
lake from their home. To that end, the
home's exterior mirrors the creamy
stuceo, tile roofs and arched detsils of
the campus buildingg. One of the more
radical outdoor alterations was the

This page: the homa's covwared
terrace and hot tub ovardooking
Laka Virginia; facing page: the
new mastar bath and bedroom; a
homa ard backyard transformed.

removal of the backyard pool. “Mobody
everwent in it; we could never get it
wearm encugh,” sqys Nolan. So they re-
placed it with ahot tub, which the whols
family now enjoys frequenthy

Bt the real star of the backyard isthe
ciovered terrace, which was designed to
cateh the cool lake breezes. A series of
elegant colonnaded arches frames the
epansive view of Lake Virginia, and
there's an alfresco space that includes
aseating area by the outdoor fireplace,
plus an cutdoor shower.

DIVIDE AMD COMOLER

Tokeep the peace during the potentially
stresaful project, the Carterstook a
niovel approach to their home make-
over: Pati had the final word on all deci-
sions regarding the interior, and Molan
was in charge of the exterior. It was &
cleverway to give each spouse owner-
ship of the project.

Theyalso enlisted sxpert halp at every
stage of the process. Lucia, Kassik &
Monday drew up the redesign; Farina
and Sonshandled the actual renevationg
Gribble Interior Group took care of the
interior design; Julie Collier of Signa-
ture Kitchens did the kitchen makeower;

FEATURE + FAWILY TIES

B FETT &S0 i

P PETT &S00 E: TEFCHE ~PHOTO SRR

and Frank Josaph Brooks served as
landscaps architect. “This is a forawver
home that will never go out of styls,”
gays ¥ictor Farina, who counts the proj-
ect as ane of his all-time favorites, “The
teammaork and collaborative approach
taken by the builder, homeowners and
designers earhy oninthe project created
amagnificent, enduring home for this
wonderful family™

Seyn Pati: “You hawe to listen to your
architect, lowwe your builder and trust
your degigner. We aceomplished that,
and there's not one thing that T would
change.” Molan agrees: “Omn a scale of
one to 10, this is a 10y before, it was a
zero. They dida beautiful job™

The Cartersmoved out for 18 months
while their old home underwant a
cormplete makeover. Any lost family
timne was quickly recovered when they
raturned to their beamtifully rencovated
home. The Arribas family stops ower
ragulafy. which suits the Carters just
fine. Their home base isa permsaneant
one, “We have no plans to leave this
hiome,” Pati sqys, tongue firmly in cheak
a8 she adds, “When it is time to go, we
will tie rocks to our wheelchairs and
push ourselves off the dock™ +
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