





in populaniy. Resin, wood and
stainless steel aré also becoming
very popular in outdoor designs.

Whether you live in the city or
the suburbs, coutdoor kitchens ore
extremely popular and cregle
a pertect patic party! The grill
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is lypically af the center of any
outdoor kitchen. but with the
right setup, you can do much
more than cook-cut in this
space, In addition. you can build
your open-air kitchen around o
refrigerator, bar, food prep areas.
or even a wood-fired oven—

perfect for homemade pizza
night. Another key ingredient to
any outdoor kitchen is sealing,
which can range from standard
picnic tables to traditional dining
tabies—or o full, swonky bar.

Fire pits are another popular

way o invite conversation and
infimacy in any backyard fiving
space. Adding an elerment of

fire can instantly transtorm an
otherwise ordinary space info
one that is warm and inviting. A
backyard fire ks just the thing lo
keep you oulside on cool summer
nights, and it can be a nice winter
fealure in more mild climates.
Water features can be greal
focal points, log. They can toke
all differant forms, from small
fountains to cascading waterfalls
— it all depends how much of a
focal point you wanl this lealure
to be. For a less expensive (ond
labor-intensive) water feafure,
many haraware stores and
nurseres sell small to medium-sized

fountains that can be mounted
onawall or perched on o
pedestal. Water teclures are not
only greal for vour focal view, but
can aso set aromantic tone tor
background ambiance.

Lighting can also be one 'of the
most dramatic ways to set the
mood in your cutdeor living
areq. Whether you sinng paper
lanterns, holiday white lights,
garden torches or candles,

you can create ambience and
fransform your area into an
inviting place to spend time

after the sun goes down. Asa
general rule; lighting around the
outside of a house that is pointed
upward caon dramatically accenl
the architecture of the home

or structure, while light pointed
downward will create a softer,
coner giow.

And. if youwant to lounge on

the porch and catch up on your
favorite TV programs. finding an
outdoor television thal provides
good contrast and anti-glare
against outdoor lighfing is The best
way to go. "We have seen a big
increase in customers wanting to
incorporate ouldoor elecironics
to their hames, too,” says Farna.






